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This report forms part of the Thatcham Vision First Action Plan and should be read in
conjunction with other documents which together form the complete plan.

These are listed in the full index given on the back page of this report. [to be inserted in Jan]
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Thatcham. Directorship of Thatcham Vision! is available, subject to application and nomination,
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Thatcham Vision aims to:
e Identify needs and opportunities for the benefit of the parish of Thatcham.
e Develop and take actions (and encourage others to do the same) that will benefit
people and the environment of Thatcham and its locality.

From February 2007

Copies of this Plan are available to view at the following locations:
Thatcham and Newbury libraries

Kennet School library

Trinity School library

West Berkshire Council offices, Market Street, Newbury
Thatcham Town Council offices, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham

The Plan, and accompanying documents, including research and consultation data, can also be viewed on
the Thatcham Vision website (www.thatchamshapethefuture.org.uk)

Thatcham Vision

C/o Thatcham Town Council offices
Brownsfield Road

Thatcham RG18 3HF

Tel: 01635 863592
Email: thatchamvision@gmail.com
Web: www.thatchamshapethefuture.org.uk

! Thatcham Vision is applying to be a Limited Company and Registered Charity
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INTRODUCTION

This document summarises the aims,
objectives and goals for Thatcham Vision,
under its first action plan as at December
2006.

Work was completed on eight topics, and
started on a ninth (Historic Heritage). It is
intended to consider other topics (e.g.
business, education, homes and housing) at
a later date, subject to resources. When
those topics are considered additional
objectives and topic-specific goals will be
identified.

AIM

The over-arching aim of this plan is to

improve the:

e social and economic well-being of
the community

e environment and heritage of the
parish.

This will need to involve people working
together in the community, supported by
local agencies such as Thatcham Town
Council, West Berkshire Council, Thames
Valley Police, housing associations,
voluntary organisations, the National Health
Centre, businesses and others.

OBJECTIVES

TV1l Thatcham’s infrastructure and
services are in line with the
needs of the town’s growing
population.

TV2

TV3

VA4

TV5

TV6

TV7

TV8

TVO

TV10

TV11

Further develop and reinforce a
sense of community and social
cohesion among residents.

Reinforce Thatcham’s identity as
an independent thriving market
town and reduce the need to
travel elsewhere.

Improve the look and feel of the
town.

Ensure there are a sufficient
range of travel options, enabling
good access to places of work,
education and leisure within and
close to Thatcham.

Make it easier for people to gain
a good understanding of local
issues and to appreciate how
their actions affect life in the
town.

Improve the availability of
information related to local
services and facilities, including
knowledge of how and when to
access or use them.

Reduce any adverse
environmental impacts of
Thatcham's residents, its public
buildings and businesses
operating in the parish.

Protect and, where necessary,
restore the natural and historic
environment of the parish, and
green spaces in the town.

Improve all aspects of personal
health and safety.

To establish structures and
processes that will ensure the
implementation, monitoring and
updating of Thatcham Vision’s
First Action Plan.
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GOALS FOR SPECIFIC
TOPICS

Anti-social behaviour &
crime

ABC1

ABC2

ABC3

ABC4

ABC5

ABCG6

Ensure that people have a
realistic understanding of
threats and risks related to anti-
social behaviour and crime.

Ensure the safety and security of
people and their property.

Ensure that people feel confident
in the police and other agencies
which deal with anti-social
behaviour and crime.

Ensure that people know who
can help them to deal with
problems related to anti-social
behaviour and crime.

Ensure that measures are taken
to help people to have respect
and consideration for one
another, understand each other
and accept differences.

Ensure that the community and
local agencies are committed to
work together to bring about
reductions in anti-social
behaviour and crime.

Environment

EN1

Ensure public bodies
demonstrate environmental
leadership and environmental
responsibility while businesses
and residents take actions to
reduce their impacts on the
environment.

Public authorities are engaged in
environmental audit and management
systems processes that enable them to
effectively demonstrate to the public a
continuous improvement in their
environmental performance (i.e. a
reducing impact on the environment).

Residents and businesses appreciate
their impact on the environment and
take steps to minimise any adverse

EN2

EN 3

impacts they contribute to, and are
actively assisted to do so by grants,
services, facilities, etc provided by public
bodies.

Thatcham’s contribution to
climate change is minimised

Energy is used wisely and efficiency by
everyone (household, business,
community building), recognising it is
derived from scarce resources and is
increasingly expensive to use.

Buildings owned by the public sector or
managed on behalf of the public sector
work towards being carbon neutral (i.e.
minimise their use of energy and
become active generators & users of
locally derived renewable energy)

Energy used in the parish is increasingly
sourced from locally derived renewable
energy sources.

All new buildings have some form of
renewable energy generation.

Air pollution resulting from vehicle
emissions produced is continually
reduced over time.

If possible, woodlands in the parish are
actively managed and their timber used
for local renewable energy generation.

Protect water resources, rivers
and streams are protected and,
where degraded, they are
restored

Water use by everyone (household,
business, public authority) is minimised
and efficient.

The price of water reflects its true cost
as a scarce natural resource.

Water is not wasted through pipe
leakage.

Grey water recycling infrastructure is
installed into all new buildings.

Further building development in the
Parish, which is likely to result in an
increase in the residential or working
population, only takes place when water
is known to be available (i.e. in surplus,
which it is not at present according to
the Environment Agency)

Rivers and streams (especially the River
Enborne, River Kennet, Moor Ditch)
meet their true ecological status, i.e. are
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e unpolluted

e support a diversity and range of native

wild species that are characteristic to

the river type

e do not support a flora or fauna of
invasive non native species.

Groundwater in the parish is unpolluted
and of drinking water quality.

Any new development, or refurbishment
of existing built land (including
highways) incorporates sustainable
urban drainage technology that will
reduce water runoff and diffuse urban
pollution sources to rivers and streams.

No further areas of floodplain are
developed. All development of
“brownfield” land in the floodplain or
close to it is adequately evaluated to
assess its potential impacts on flooding,
streams and rivers.

10. Any environmental pollution risk posed

EN4

by the legacy of closed, poorly regulated
landfill sites in Thatcham is satisfactorily

addressed.

Thatcham’s biodiversity and
countryside are protected from
adverse change and, where
appropriate, restored or
enhanced.

Sites, species and features of

biodiversity significance (designated and

non-designated) in the parish are
protected, and where appropriate
enhanced or restored.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest and
non-designated sites meet favourable
conservation status.

Colonies of species that are vulnerable
to building development are
appropriately protected and, where
possible, new habitat is created for
them. E.g. Swifts, Swallows, Owls, Bats,
Badgers, Frogs, Toads, Newts

The Kennet Valley in Thatcham, the
escarpment woods overlooking
Thatcham and Crookham Common are
developed for biodiversity and quiet
enjoyment by the public of their wildlife
and habitats.

EN5

ENG

Potential adverse impacts of
development on biodiversity and
countryside are properly evaluated. This
includes developments outside the
parish which may affect Thatcham.

The countryside setting of the parish
(including land outside the parish and
“green gaps”), is protected and, where
appropriate, enhanced.

Residents and visitors are able to enjoy,
appreciate and understand the parish’s
biodiversity and countryside.

Ensure that a sufficient number
of quality accessible green
spaces in the urban area are
provided and maintained for
public enjoyment and informal
recreation.

Ensure there are a sufficient number and
distribution of attractive, accessible,
clean and safe public green spaces
within the developed area of Thatcham.
They are enhanced for landscape and
biodiversity where this is compatible
with their use as recreational areas

Sufficient allotment land is available to
meet anticipated demand.

The export of waste to landfill
produced by Thatcham
residents, business and public
authorities is minimised.

Optimal facilities and services are
available enabling local residents,
businesses and others to re-use or
recycle 50% of the waste they produce
by 2010 (75% by 2015)2.

Everyone (resident, business, public
sector, etc) fully participates in the
waste minimisation and recycling
schemes that are made available.

Residents and suppliers reduce their use
of packaging.

2 These are targets recommended by Friends of the
Earth. The Government has set much lower targets of
30% and 33% respectively.

THATCHAM VISION FIRST ACTION PLAN 2007



SUMMARY REPORT; AIMS AND OBJECTIVES, GOALS FOR EACH TOPIC

EN7

Ensure the urban environment is

attractive and pleasant while
being functional.

1. Streets, pavements and public spaces

ENS8

are kept clean and free of litter and dog
faeces.

Adverse impacts on the night
sky from urban lighting are
minimised.

Historic heritage

H1

Ensure that Thatcham’s historic
heritage and archaeology is
protected, recorded and
interpreted

Thatcham'’s historic heritage and
archaeology is adequately recorded.

Important historic buildings are
adequately protected and, where
necessary, restored.

The historic and archaeological
heritage is adequately interpreted.
Important sites are identified to the
public.

Historic (veteran) trees, ancient woods
and ancient hedges are identified and
adequately protected.

Lifelong learning

LL1

LL2

LL3

LL4

LL5

Ensure that access to lifelong
learning in Thatcham is easy,
affordable and as
comprehensive as possible.

Ensure that information about
what’s available and how to
access it is easy for everyone
to obtain.

Enable people to use lifelong
learning to achieve their
potential and feel a sense of
pride and self worth.

Enable people across
Thatcham, including adults, to
improve literacy and numeracy.

Enable people to enjoy learning
and meeting others.

EN9

LL6

LL7

No detailed goals

Odour originating from Newbury
Sewage Treatment Works is
negligible and much reduced in
comparision to the situation in
2005.

No detailed goals

Enable people to improve their
physical and mental health and
wellbeing through lifelong
learning

Enable people to exploit
lifelong learning to help them
cope with complexities of
modern life

Senior citizens

SC1

SC2

SC3

SC4

SC5

SC6

Enable our senior citizens to
enjoy their independence and
improve their quality of life.

Provide opportunities for senior
citizens to meet and socialize
with friends and other
members of the community.

Enable senior citizens to use
their time usefully and
productively, playing a full role
in the community.

Provide services and facilities
that meet the needs of senior
citizens.

Assist them to find appropriate,
comfortable and secure
accommodation.

Ensure there is adequate and
appropriate health care.

SOCIAL AND
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

SO1

Ensure that it is easy for
people find it easy to find out
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about groups and activities
which could interest them

SO2 Ensure that people have access
to a variety of means of
affordable entertainment

SO3 Ensure that it is easy for people
to meet each other and to
socialise with friends.

SO4 Ensure that there is good
access to facilities and
activities which enable them to
maintain and develop their
mental and physical well-being.

SO5 Ensure that it is easy for people
to form new interest and
activity groups.

SO6 Ensure that it is easy for people
to get to know each other.

Thatcham town centre

TC1 Maintain the village
atmosphere while developing
Thatcham into a thriving,
modern market town.

TC2 Ensure that Thatcham has a
safe town centre for people,
premises and property.

TC3 Provide a pleasant but
functional streetscape with
pedestrian safety given
priority.

TC4 Ensure that the town centre
has a mix of uses, including a
vibrant retail and commercial
sector, central community
facilities, places for all the
family to eat and some
residential accommodation.

TC5 Ensure good access for
customers & those working in
the town including less able
people, those arriving on foot,
bicycle, car, mobility scooter,
bus or motorbike.

TC6 Ensure that there is sufficient
secure parking to meet the
esssential needs of users and

TC7

TC8

TC9O

businesses .

Provide good signposts
enabling visitors to easily
locate major facilities and
parking.

Provide adequate service
access for businesses with HGV
access that does not adversely
affect the amenities of town
centre users and residents.

Conserve and restore the
heritage of old buildings.

Transport

TR1.

TR1.1

TR1.2

TR1.3

TR1.4

TR2.

TR2.1

Ensure that Thatcham has safe
roads and streets so that injury
& mortality associated with
traffic accidents is minimised

Ensure roads and cycleways are
well maintained and free of
potholes.

Ensure pavements and narrow
residential roads (especially
outside schools) are unimpeded by
parked vehicles.

Design roads and road junctions to
discourage speeding and minimise
the likelihood of traffic accidents.

Road and cycleway users travel
about in Thatcham and locally with
regard to their own safety and that
of others

Provide an adequate transport
infrastructure and choice of
transport options that enables:

journey times to be minimised
to workplaces, shops, schools,
hospitals and other key
destinations;

ease of and safe access to key
destinations.

By 2010, the number of local traffic
movements (8-9, 5-6) between
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TR2.2

TR2.3

TR2.4

TR2.5

TR2.6

TR2.7

TR2.8

TR2.9

Thatcham and Newbury, and at
Thatcham Level Crossing should be
significantly reduced, compared to
2006 (Targets need to be
identified.)

Provide a good quality, frequent,
reliable, affordable and well-used
bus service able to meet the needs
of local commuters and shoppers
and that travels to key destinations
in a reasonable time compared to a
private car.

Provide public transport enabling
ease of access to major hospitals
at Basingstoke, Reading and
Oxford, and West Berkshire
Community Hospital for both
visitors and out-patients alike.

Provide accessible and adequate
information about public transport
services that are available from
and to Thatcham.

Maintain a good quality, frequent,
affordable and reliable rail service
serving key local and regional
destinations, including Newbury,
London, Reading, Heathrow and
Gatwick Airports.

Complete the network safe
cycleways & footpaths, and provide
sufficient secure parking facilities
for cycles, serving all key
destinations 5km from Thatcham.

Maintain a good and reliable,
adequately funded community
transport service available to
elderly and disabled people without
their own transport.

Provide accessible parking for
private and business vehicles, and
information to facilitate access to
vehicle parks3.

Design roads that will minimise
unnecessary traffic congestion.

TR2.10Maintain a reliable and affordable

private taxi service.

3 Car parking in Thatcham Town Centre is addressed
in the Town Centre topic report

TR3 Minimise the impact of
transport on environment,
health and quality of life.

TR3.1 Ensure that any new or modified
road infrastructure does not have
an adverse impact on the
environment, public safety, health
or quality of life.

TR3.2 Provide strategic freight routes that
will minimise adverse impacts on
Thatcham residents and the local
environment.

TR3.3 Ensure there is sufficient
consideration of the environmental
and social impacts of freight
movements in planning industrial
and business developments in and
close to Thatcham.

Notes: The remit of the transport hot topic
team does not cover the rural public
footpath network (covered under “Leisure
& Entertainment”) & recreational use of
the Kennet & Avon Canal (covered under
“Leisure & Entertainment” and “Natural
environment” hot topics).

Youth Provision

P1 Ensure young people have the
ability to influence decisions
which affect them and are
actively involved in developing
means of meeting their needs.

YP2 Provide young people with the
opportunity to be involved in a
wide range of activities and
have good access to a variety
of means of entertainment.

YP3 Ensure that it easy, affordable
and safe for young people to
meet and socialise with their
friends.

YP4 Ensure that it is easy for young
people to travel at all times of
the dayYP5 Ensure that young
people are able to find out
easily what is available for
them and are able to obtain
help when they need it.
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YP6

YP7

YP8

YP9

Provide access to
accommodation for young
people who are homeless or
have housing problems.

Ensure that young people feel,
and are, as safe as possible in
the town.

Ensure that it is easy for young
people to start groups related
to their interests.

Ensure that young people are
actively encouraged to life
healthy lives and have access
to health care when they need
it.

THATCHAM VISION FIRST ACTION PLAN 2007



