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PRIORITIES

The priorities identified under this
topic report are:

e To improve the availability and
knowledge about facilities,
services, clubs and organisations in
Thatcham.

e Strengthen Thatcham’s identity as
an independent community and
promote social cohesion.

Priority projects and actions are to:

e Build a new and better library in
the town centre.

e Provide all secondary school-age
pupils in Thatcham with a choice of
attending a school in Thatcham.

e Develop a community website.

¢ Produce a Welcome Pack for new
residents.?

INTRODUCTION

TR " . ' /
people identified Thatcham'’s strong
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the main priority was to create a
comprehensive directory of
organisations operating within
Thatcham that provide the services
people needi

Two projects have arisen from this

exercise:

e the proposal for a Community Web
Site.

¢ a Welcome Pack for new people
coming to live in Thatcham. This
includes a directory of clubs,
organisations and groups etc.
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creation of additional topic teams
covering: youth provision, senior
citizens, lifelong learning, antisocial
behaviour and crime.
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WHO’S INVOLVED &
WHAT 1S THERE TO DO?
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Henwick and Lower Way Sports Field3
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Y T $ & There are some
residential areas which are not so well
served by informal greenspace or by
other community facilities, such as
north-west Thatcham.
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KEY ISSUES AND
OBJECTIVES
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TV1l Ensure Thatcham’s
infrastructure and services are
in line with the needs of a
growing population.
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TV2 Further develop and reinforce a
sense of community and social
cohesion among residents

"% v " + a sense
of community was identified as a
strength in Thatcham. It was also
recognised that that this needs to be
further developed.
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Many residents work outside the town

and do not ) I $ !
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/ single secondary
school in Thatcham, and this has a very
restricted catchment+ ) $
socially divisiveé Parents cannot send
their children to a secondary school in
the town unless they live within the
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exacerbates differences in the
social structure of communities, and
threatens to create a social divide
between east and west Thatchams
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communicating with his neighbours
due to the six-foot-high fences built
around every gardent Very few houses
do not have high fences around them+
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For those residents who work outside
Thatcham, especially younger age-
groups (18-45), making friends can be
difficult.

Reliance on private cars for short trips
also reduces interaction between
people in the town. %
$ )% "1 $ 0 "
& As fewer people walk around

town, fear of walking at night around
town increases — and consequent
social interaction between the
population decreases. Vandalism and
other forms of antisocial behaviour
also become more anonymous — there
is no one to see what is going on.

Behaviour of individuals is key to
achieving further social cohesion 0
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TV3 Reinforce Thatcham’s identity as
an independent town and reduce
the need to travel elsewhere

The single biggest benefit of
developing Thatcham’s infrastructure
and services is that this would reduce
the need to travel elsewhere. $ "1
help to deliver Objective TV2
(social and community cohesion)

$ "1 % %
6 1 B /0t /
% $ ¥ " ¢
6 v/
0% I T $ &
v/ ! 1/
/ $ ¢
% b—- B (¢
1% $ $+
1/ 8" ( ( ]
+ "
51 /s

Reinforcing this identity has practical
consequences in terms of people’s
ability to feel that they have a sense of
ownership and, therefore, personal
responsibility for improving the town.

" G 4
$ 1 / !
$ % "% !
( &
(A ( LA
e C %t
$ &

THATCHAM VISION FIRST ACTION PLAN 2007



SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

TV7 Improve the availability of
information related to local
services and facilities, including
knowledge of how and when to
access or use them.

There is strong evidence that many
people lack basic knowledge about
events and services available in the

town. 1 % m %
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v & Thatcham Town Council have
taken a number of measures to
address the situation, including an
information pack $ (! 1 for
people moving to the town+ ™

$

two challenges:
¢ Having the ability to collect data

and information in a single location.

e Presenting it a way that is easily
accessible to as many people as
possible in the community.

Two projects 1 7/
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e the development of a new, larger,
centrally located library* $
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Thatcham Connect initiativet
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SC1
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TV7

Ensure that it is easy for people
find it easy to find out about
groups and activities which
could interest them

Ensure that people have access
to a variety of means of
affordable entertainment

Ensure that it is easy for people
to meet each other and to
socialise with friends

Ensure that there is good access
to facilities and activities which
enable them to maintain and
develop their mental and
physical wellbeing

Ensure that it is easy for people
to form new interest and activity
groups

Ensure that it is easy for people
to get to know each other

( ot (

Thatcham'’s infrastructure and
services are in line with the
needs of the town’s growing
population.

Further develop and reinforce a
sense of community and social
cohesion among residents.

Improve the availability of
information related to local
services and facilities, including
knowledge of how and when to
access or use them.
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ACTIONS AND

PROJECTS
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Thatcham Community
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projects that aim to further develop
Thatcham as an independent town with
a strong sense of identity and

community spirité / 1
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A new library is considered vital, as the
current library provision is inadequate
for a town of 24,000+ peoplet
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A new building in the town centre may
also prove suitable for other purposes,

depending on the available space.
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Thatcham Vision Phase 11 is considered
vital to enable continued and improved
engagement with the community !
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TABLE OF ACTIONS AND PROJECTS
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