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This report forms part of the Thatcham Vision First Action Plan and should be read in 
conjunction with other documents that together form the complete plan. 
 
These are listed in the full index given on the back page of this report. [to be inserted in Jan] 
 
This topic report is incomplete. It will be completed in 2007, subject to establishment of a 
Historic Heritage Topic Team.  
 
Individuals interested in helping out as a volunteer to help complete this report, identify and 
progress actions and projects for this topic should contact Thatcham Vision at 
thatchamvision@gmail.com 
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The First Thatcham Vision Action Plan has been produced by Thatcham Vision, which is a non-
profit-making organisation1 run by people who live or work in or who have an interest in 
Thatcham. Directorship of Thatcham Vision is available, subject to application and nomination, 
to any person resident or with an interest in Thatcham. 
 
Thatcham Vision aims to:  

• Identify needs and opportunities for the benefit of the parish of Thatcham.  
• Develop and take actions (and encourage others to do the same) that will benefit 

people and the environment of Thatcham and its locality. 
 
From February 2007 
Copies of this Plan are available to view at the following locations: 

• Thatcham and Newbury libraries 
• Kennet School library 
• Trinity School library 
• West Berkshire Council offices, Market Street, Newbury 
• Thatcham Town Council offices, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 

 
The Plan, and accompanying documents, including research and consultation data, can also be viewed on the 
Thatcham Vision website (www.thatchamshapethefuture.org.uk) 
 
Thatcham Vision 
C/o Thatcham Town Council offices 
Brownsfield Road 
Thatcham RG18 3HF 
 
Tel: 01635 863592 
Email: thatchamvision@gmail.com 
Web: www.thatchamshapethefuture.org.uk 
 

                                           
1 Ltd company status and charity status are being applied for. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Thatcham has been occupied continuously 
from prehistoric times and is noted in the 
Guinness Book of Records as the oldest 
continuously inhabited place in England; 
the well-preserved remains of a Mesolithic 
village dating from approximately 10,000 
years ago have been found at Thatcham 
Reedbeds. There is archaelogical evidence 
of settlements in the Bronze ages. 
Thatcham was also a Roman town.  
 
Of national significance has been the recent 
discovery of evidence of the earliest known 
site where iron was made in Britain, at 
Hartshill (on the cusp of the gravel ridge 
overlooking the valley). Evidence of round 
huts and a woodhenge have also been 
found here. Other recent excavations at 
Kintbury have highlighted that the Kennet 
Valley is of national importance for 
archaeology and for understanding patterns 
human civilisation and settlement in Britain. 
 
Oldest buildings in Thatcham 
1st: St Mary’s Church (Norman origins, but probably 
built on the site of a Saxon church) 
2nd: Bluecoats School (1304) 

 
The Town Centre still has, more or less,  a 
“village” footprint. Many of the old buildings 
in the town were incrementally demolished 
to make way for new shops between 20 
and 40 years ago. However, some old 
buildings do remain and are to some extent 
protected as a “Conservation Area”.  
 
A potted history of Thatcham is provided on 
the Berkshire history website2. However, 
very much more detailed information is 
provided in a series of books about 
Thatcham by local authors Peter Allen and 
Roy Tubb. [references to add] 

 
 
 
 
 

                                           
2 www.berkshirehistory.com/villages/thatcham.html 

GOALS 
H1 Ensure that Thatcham’s historic 

heritage and archaeology is 

protected, recorded and 

interpreted 

1. Thatcham’s historic heritage and 
archaeology is adequately recorded. 

2. Important historic buildings are 
adequately protected and, where 
necessary, restored. 

3. The historic and archaeological heritage 
is adequately interpreted. Important 
sites are identified to the public. 

4. Historic (veteran) trees, ancient woods 
and ancient hedges are identified and 
adequately protected. 
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ACTIONS AND PROJECTS 
TTC: Thatcham Town Council THS: Thatcham Historical Society 
WBC: West Berkshire Council Archaeology Service Devs: Developers 
Land: Landowners TVERC: Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 
 
A: Action  P: Project ONG: Needs to be an ongoing action 
S: Short term (<2 yrs) M: (2-5 yrs) L: Long term (5-10 yrs) 
 
 
 
Ref 
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Further details 

HS1 Request that the Thatcham Historical 
Society is consulted when a planning 
application is likely to require 
scrutiny for impact on historic 
buildings or archaeological heritage, 
or if archeological investigations are 
likely to be required. A 

H1 TTC 
THS 

Nil S This has been actioned. A 
request has been made to 
Thatcham Town Council 
(November 2007) 

HS2 Carry out archaeological 
investigations on any previously 
undeveloped land in Thatcham on 
sites given planning permission (e.g. 
for building or gravel working). A 

H1.1 WBC 
Devs 

 ONG The Kennet Valley is proving 
to be a nationally important 
location for archaeology. 
Any site, no matter how 
small, has the potential to 
reveal important 
information about human 
settlement. The action is for 
WBC as a Planning 
Authority to make this 
request to developers. 

HS3 Record and protect historic “veteran” 
trees in the parish and identify 
veteran trees for the future. P 

H1.4 TV 
TTC 

TVERC 
Land-

owners 

 S 
ONG 

This would form part of a 
national initiative3 
developed by the Woodland 
Trust. A similar project has 
recently been completed for 
Ashampstead Common. This 
project would be a joint 
action with the Environment 
Topic Team, as Veteran 
trees are not only of historic 
significance but are of great 
ecological value. 

HS4 Record and protect ancient 
hedgerows in the parish. P 

H1.4 TV 
TTC 

TVERC 
Land-

owners 

 S 
ONG 

Landowners can receive 
financial support for this 
(and HS3) under 
Environmental Stewardship 
Schemes.  

 
HS3 & HS4 are also included as projects in the Environment Topic Report as veteran trees and ancient hedges are 
also of significant ecological value      

                                           
3 http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk/ancient-tree-hunt/ 

 
 

 

 


